
AP Psych Candy Neurons Assessment 
 
In order to assess your understanding of the structure and function of neurons before moving on, you 
and your partner will be creating a candy neuron using the items listed below. You need to build your 
neurons on the wax/parchment paper provided so you can include labels and explanations directly 
written on the paper. Your names must also be somewhere on the paper as I will be taking pictures of 
your final product in order to assess them.  
 
You will be evaluated on  

• the accuracy of the structure and labels 
• overall visual appeal 
• organization 

 
Be sure to use the appropriate materials for each element. You may NOT use your notes or any 
electronic devices to help you. This L1 assessment will be worth 20 points and is due by the end of class. 
I will be taking a picture of your final project in order to grade them effectively.  
 
You are building two neurons (pre-synaptic and post-synaptic – be sure to label them) in order to show 
the communication process between them. As part of the building process, be sure to include: 
 
Neuron Element Candy that can be used 
Axon Twizzler Pull Aparts (color does not matter) 
Dendrites Sour Gummy Worms (crystals act as the 

receptors) 
Soma (Cell Body and Nucleus) Gummy Peachy Ring (Cell Body) 

Lemonhead (Nucleus) 
Terminal Buttons Skittles or M&Ms 
Myelin Sheath Marshmallows or Twizzler Bites 
Vesicles JujyFruits 
Neurotransmitters Nerds 
Synaptic Cleft or Gap Sour Punch Bites 

 
You might want to make a close-up diagram of a terminal button in order to show the vesicles and 
transfer of neurotransmitters more accurately. 
 
For each of the above items, you need to label and explain the function of each part on your diagram. In 
addition, you need to explain the following processes within the diagram or around the outside of it: 

• Resting Potential 
• Action Potential 
• Depolarization 
• All or None Principle 
• Reuptake 

 

No eating your neurons or any other candy until we are done!!! 


